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EOS IN THE NEWS

Narragansett Dawn
Name announced for new seafaring research
vessel co-operated by CCOM/JHC

By Transplanting Eelgrass,
Scientists Aim to Restore
Balance in Great Bay
David Burdick is running a pilot program
focused on eelgrass restoration for improved
water quality in the bay

How Much Carbon Will
Peatlands Lose As Permafrost
Thaws?
Claire Treat and Steve Frolking explore factors
affecting the variation of carbon loss in
peatlands

New Hope for N.H.’s Great Bay
as Towns, Scientists Begin
Collaborating on Restoration
Kalle Matso discusses the importance of
limiting nitrogen runoff into Great Bay

Collaborative Crewless
Surface Vessel Training and
Surveying Project Underway in
Thunder Bay
A marine robotics team from CCOM/JHC is
conducting underwater archaeology in Lake
Huron

RECORDED SEMINARS
Watch a live broadcast from Thunder Bay in Lake Huron where Val Schmidt talks
about CCOM’s ASV BEN and the team’s plans for the summer.
You can view recordings from the 2021 N.H. Climate Summit.
NOTABLE OUTREACH
Shoals Marine Lab is offering overnight programs open to the public that focus
on ecology, archaeology, art and eco-gastronomy.

Please send any news items or suggestions for future Convergence content to
Rebecca Irelan at rebecca.irelan@unh.edu.
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Narragansett Dawn

Name announced for new seafaring research vessel cooperated by UNH
Wednesday, June 23, 2021
•
•
•

AN ARTIST'S RENDERING OF THE NEW RESEARCH VESSEL R/V NARRAGANSETT DAWN TO BE
JOINTLY OPERATED BY UNH. (IMAGE: GLOSTEN ASSOCIATES)

A new state-of-the-art ocean-going vessel that will improve UNH scientists’ capability to
conduct coastal and deep-sea research has been given the name Narragansett Dawn.
Members of the public submitted 141 potential names as part of a competition that
began last fall. Larry Mayer, director of the UNH Center for Coastal and Ocean

Mapping, was among the 18 people who served on the name selection
committee. Narragansett Dawn was chosen in honor of the Indigenous Narragansett
people who inhabit Rhode Island, where the vessel will be ported when not at sea.
“It was a really eye-opening experience to be part of the naming committee,” Mayer
says. “We tried to avoid names that perpetuated the spirit of colonization, and instead
we focused on names that are respectful to and inclusive of Indigenous peoples. Many
of the Indigenous people of the Northeast are "people of the dawn" as they are among
the first to see the sun come up over the ocean each day. The name Narragansett
Dawn struck all the right chords.”
The forthcoming vessel, owned by the National Science Foundation, will be operated by
the University of Rhode Island as part of the East Coast Oceanographic Consortium
(ECOC), which includes UNH and the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution as primary
members along with 16 associate members. Narragansett Dawn will be one of only
three ships of its kind in the nation and will include improved science labs, more work
space, state-of-the-art technologies and more comfortable berthing, according to URI.
“We’re very proud that UNH is one of the three lead institutions in the ECOC, and we’re
quite excited about having access to such a new and capable vessel,” Mayer adds.
The Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans, and Space (EOS) is UNH's largest
research enterprise, comprising six centers with a focus on interdisciplinary, high-impact
research on Earth and climate systems, space science, the marine environment,
seafloor mapping and environmental acoustics. With more than $60 million in external
funding secured annually, EOS fosters an intellectual and scientific environment that
advances visionary scholarship and leadership in world-class research and graduate
education.
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By Transplanting Eelgrass, Scientists Aim to
Restore Balance in Great Bay
David Burdick is running a pilot program focused on eelgrass restoration for
improved water quality in the bay
Read the New Hampshire Bulletin article

How Much Carbon Will Peatlands Lose As
Permafrost Thaws?
Claire Treat and Steve Frolking explore factors affecting the variation of
carbon loss in peatlands
Read the EOS Science News article

New Hope for N.H.’s Great Bay as Towns,
Scientists Begin Collaborating on Restoration
Kalle Matso discusses the importance of limiting nitrogen runoff into Great
Bay
Listen to the New Hampshire Public Radio segment

Collaborative Crewless Surface Vessel Training
and Surveying Project Underway in Thunder Bay
A marine robotics team from CCOM/JHC is conducting underwater
archaeology in Lake Huron
Read Coast Survey Biweekly Newsletter article

